Two sites in the Orinoco Valley contining preceramic remains from excavated contexts are described. Radiocarbon dating and stylistic comparisons indicate that the northern tropical lowlands were inhabited at the onset of the Holocene, suggesting a time depth of 9000 years before the present for tropical forest-savanna adaptations in northern South America.
Arauquin (A.D. 1200 to 1400) related phases (3).
The Culebra site is located near the confluence of the Cataniapo River with the Orinoco, 12 km south of Puerto Ayacucho. The Cataniapo enters into the Orinoco River midway through the Atures Rapids, the upper limit of large boat traffic on the river. The site is situated on an alluvial terrace bordered by sporadic granite outcrops. It is in a woody savanna setting surrounded by tropical gallery forest. Two preceramic components, Atures I and Atures II, were encountered during the test excavations at the Culebra site.
The earliest component, Atures I, was encountered in a 1 by 2 m excavation unit in the northern portion of the site between 85 and 100 cm below the surface. Contextually, it was in a sandy day loam paleosol, the occupation coinciding with the upper boundary of the soil horizon. Forty centimeters of sterile sandy loam separated Atures I from the earlier of the two ceramic components in the unit (Fig. 2A) . The Atures I assemblage is characterized by two flake scrapers, a core fragment, and waste flaking debris (Table IA) . The predominant lithic material used was transparent crystalline quartz, although several quartzite flakes were also present. The scrapers show retouch or use wear along either the lateral margin, distal end, or both (Fig. 3, A and  B) . The quartz was obtained locally from cobbles in the bed load of the Orinoco River. Many flakes, one flake scraper, and the core fragment exhibit cobble cortex.
Atures II, the second preceramic component, was encountered in two separate excavations: a 2 by 2 m unit in the southern part of the site and a 1 by 2 m unit along its eastern edge. It was in a buried A horizon just below the earlier of the two ceramic components at the site, stratified above the paleosol containing the Atures I component ( Atures I  1  134  10  2  5  B  Atures II  1  270  2  9  44  2 flake scrapers and debitage similar to that of Atures I (Table IB) . Two flake scrapers have incurving blade margins and could be considered spokeshaves (Fig. 3, C and D) . Two contracting stem projectile points were also recovered. One was manufactured from a pinkish chert; the other, a proximal fragment, was made from a grayish black, grainy chert (Fig. 3, E 
